Volume 2 | No. 4 | July/August 2012

EPA Implementation

@ Bulletin

Official E-Newsletter of the EPA Implementation Unit within the CARIFORUM Directorate of the CARICOM Secretariat

A Bulletin of Authoritative News, Rigorous and Original Analysis and Expert Views on
the CARIFORUM-EU Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) and its Implementation

INSIDE THIS ISSUE ISSN 2221-1144

FEATURE PERSPECTIVE lp-u-h‘us ‘
Dpp,p "I'H\ln..\, *‘k ‘

EPA officials an Integral part of 2nd
CARIFORUM-EU Business Forum

...34 &‘ \‘
h-l
i e ‘H‘ ‘
% v t 'S
Changed, the EPA can help the Caribb- ‘
ean to Adjust’....6-8 \ ‘

Private Sector should Capitalize on EPA ~ \ ‘ ‘
by being Seized of “Micro Issues”, Hon. ‘
Anthony Hylton says....9-10 [ | L I\ X

3
Breakout Sessions at EPA-Centered

Business Forum Lauded....11-12

Private Sector Reaffirms Commitment —
to ‘Making the EPA Work’....13

CARIFORUM and Caribbean Export

Chiefs Chart a Way Forward for EPA .
Support ....14-15 G _ Special Issue

EPA Market Intelllgenc.:e Platfo.rm One E d Ito r S I ntrOd u Ctl O n

Step Closer to Becoming Reality....16-17

Business Forum ‘Propitious’ for EPA
Implementation, says CARIFORUM DG
.5

Hon. Anthony Hylton: ‘The World has

FEATURE CONTRIBUTION HE CARIFORUM REGION HAS BE-

Calfibbea" Soul Fusion takes Regional en pressing ahead with the implementation of the Economic
Talent to London. .. 18-19 Partnership Agreement (EPA), following the signing of this

Ms Stephanie Bishop .

landmark Agreement. Along the way notable strides have
Caribbean Export's Break Point Initiative been made by CARIFORUM states to advance the cause of

Makes Further Strides....20-22 . . . . . .
Ms Stephanie Bishop EPA implementation, including strengthening of the capacity
of EPA authorities to shore up implementation in respective
PERSPECTIVE ' national contexts. Generally, however, the imprint of the
_ _ _ Continued on Page 2 regional private sector with respect to how EPA
Pivotal Meeting of Regional EPA Functio- implementation has unfolded and otherwise taken shape has
1

Copyright © 2012, Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Secretariat. All Rights Reserved.



EPA Implementation Bulletin Volume 2 | No. 4 | July/August 2012

naries Convened....23-24 not always been readily apparent. It is against this backdrop that the 2nd
The EPA Standby Facility under the 10th CARIFORUM—EU Business Forum was convened in early August, under the
EDF Programme of Support for EPA theme ‘Making the CARIFORUM-EU EPA Work’. The momentous event was
Implementation in CARIFORUM seen as an important and timely opportunity to further position, and thus
Mr Akhenaton St HillalgEegEE 26 empower, regional private sector actors to forge ahead to more proactively

and strategically harness the interregional Agreement. On the one hand, this
CONTRIBUTION was accomplished by the meeting facilitating CARIFORUM entrepreneurs’

continued sensitization regarding the new era of opportunity for such

CAFEIN.- The CARIFORUM EPA stakeholders in the EU market. On the other hand, through the use of a

Implementation Network: A “Wake up

call for EPA implementation” large-scale, multi-stakeholder conference format, the meeting was also geared
Mr Robert W. Glass....29-31 at linking regional entrepreneurs in attendance with some European

counterparts, with a view to their leveraging potential partnership opportunities
News Briefs....32-33 going forward. Instructively the EU market offers tremendous growth potential
8:@‘:3;?5'522 for CARIFORUM exports, and the Business Forum has generated significant

momentum in galvanizing the resolve of CARIFORUM enterprises to

forthrightly pursue market opportunities in the EU, on the mantle of the EPA.
What is more, generally regional enterprises are cognizant of their role as drivers of economic growth. With

heightened awareness of the EPA’s role in creating the conditions for and its implementation supporting the
cause of competitiveness, innovation, investment and productivity, these enterprises’ outlook on the EPA is
changing. Regional enterprises are increasingly recognizing the Agreement’s potential to enhance their role in
national economies, in turn spurring economic and social progress. This Special Issue is dedicated to taking
stock of the Business Forum, by showcasing the perspective primarily of the CARICOM Secretariat. There are
also article contributions from the Caribbean Export Development Agency. Complementary articles also appear,
one of which showcases CARICOM Secretariat perspective on the recently held coordination and network building
meeting of regional EPA functionaries. A second article lends a Secretariat viewpoint on the EPA Standby Facility
under the 10th EDF Programme of Support for EPA Implementation in CARIFORUM. Finally, an article contribution
from the Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH delves into the recently launched
CARIFORUM EPA Implementation Network (CAFEIN). As is the norm, a News Briefs section also appears.

The cover of this Special Issue is a depiction of the 2nd CARIFORUM-EU Business Forum and private sector invitees lending
their voice to the EPA implementation narrative, which finds expression through the illustration on the far left of the page.

Forthcoming Issue Notification....34

EPA Implementation Bulletin’s editorial team welcomes your feedback. Please send any comments or suggestions to

nbardouille@caricom.org ceCEDee

oreword

This Issue of EPA Implementation Bulletin focuses attention on the recently concluded
2nd CARIFORUM-EU Business Forum, which by all accounts was a resounding
| success. As the CARIFORUM Region shifts into a higher gear in terms of more
consistent, proactive corporate engagement with EPA implementation—be it on a large
® or small-scale and spanning a range of business activities—the need to heighten firms'
use of the Agreement in efforts to tap into the EU market is seen as critically important
to ‘Making the CARIFORUM-EU EPA Work’. Indeed, this was the theme of the Business

Forum In delvmg into the Business Forum, this Issue will bring to light the significance of the meeting and related
initiatives in positioning regional private sector operators to better leverage the landmark interregional Agreement.
A few articles on other themes also appear in the Issue, drawing attention to developments in EPA implementation.

We offer this edition with the hope that the analysis featured will be of interest and of value to the publication’s
readership.
Branford Isaacs
Adviser to the Secretary-General on the Implementation of the EPA
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